
Special Projects of the WGM and WGP 

The Purple Elephant - Alzheimer's and Dementia 
Worldwide, 55 million people are living with Alzheimer's and other dementias. 

Alzheimer’s disease is a degenerative brain disease and the most common form of dementia. 

Dementia is not a specific disease. It's an overall term that describes a group of symptoms. 

Alzheimer's is not a normal part of aging. The greatest known risk factor is increasing age, and 

the majority of people with Alzheimer's are 65 and older. Alzheimer’s disease is considered to 

be younger-onset Alzheimer’s if it affects a person under 65. Younger-onset can also be 

referred to as early-onset Alzheimer’s. People with younger-onset Alzheimer’s can be in the 

early, middle or late stage of the disease. 

Alzheimer's worsens over time. Alzheimer's is a progressive disease, where dementia symptoms 

gradually worsen over a number of years. In its early stages, memory loss is mild, but with late-

stage Alzheimer's, individuals lose the ability to carry on a conversation and respond to their 

environment. On average, a person with Alzheimer's lives 4 to 8 years after diagnosis but can 

live as long as 20 years, depending on other factors. 

Alzheimer's has no cure, but one treatment — aducanumab (Aduhelm™) — is the first therapy 

to demonstrate that removing amyloid, one of the hallmarks of Alzheimer’s disease, from the 

brain is reasonably likely to reduce cognitive and functional decline in people living with early 

Alzheimer’s. Other treatments can temporarily slow the worsening of dementia symptoms and 

improve quality of life for those with Alzheimer's and their caregivers. Today, there is a 

worldwide effort underway to find better ways to treat the disease, delay its onset and prevent 

it from developing. 

Symptoms of Alzheimer's 

The most common early symptom of Alzheimer's is difficulty remembering newly learned 

information. 

Just like the rest of our bodies, our brains change as we age. Most of us eventually notice some 

slowed thinking and occasional problems with remembering certain things. However, serious 

memory loss, confusion and other major changes in the way our minds work may be a sign that 

brain cells are failing. 

Alzheimer's changes typically begin in the part of the brain that affects learning. As Alzheimer's 

advances through the brain it leads to increasingly severe symptoms, including disorientation, 



mood and behavior changes; deepening confusion about events, time and place; unfounded 

suspicions about family, friends and professional caregivers; more serious memory loss and 

behavior changes; and difficulty speaking, swallowing and walking. 

 

People with memory loss or other possible signs of Alzheimer’s may find it hard to recognize 

they have a problem. Signs of dementia may be more obvious to family members or friends. 

Anyone experiencing dementia-like symptoms should see a doctor as soon as possible. If you 

need assistance finding a doctor with experience evaluating memory problems, your local 

Alzheimer's Association can help. Earlier diagnosis and intervention methods are improving 

dramatically, and treatment options and sources of support can improve quality of life. 

We will be selling silicone bracelets to support The Purple Elephant also.  

  



Paws for Purple Hearts 

General Grand Chapter has asked each of the Jurisdictions to support a Service Dog Project 

each year. I am happy to say that for the next 3 years our Grand Line has agreed to support 

Paws for Purple Hearts! 

 

Paws for Purple Hearts is the first organization of its kind to offer Canine Assisted Warrior 

Therapy® (formerly referred to as Canine Assisted Therapeutic Intervention). They began in 

2006 as a research program at the prestigious Bergin College of Canine Studies together with 

the Menlo Park Veterans Administration Medical Center. Paws for Purple Hearts has since 

evolved into a separate non-profit organization operating with its own 501(c)(3) status. 

Paws for Purple Hearts is the world’s only service dog organization for wounded Service 

Members and Veterans that partners with Bergin College of Canine Studies. Bergin College is 

the first and only college in the world that focuses on training and learning about dogs. It was 

founded and continues to be led by the famous canine researcher and inventor of the service 

dog concept, Dr. Bonnie Bergin. 

 

Through its unique mission to advance human-canine studies, it produces the some of the best 

service dog trainers and highest quality assistance dogs. Although Paws for Purple Hearts is now 

separate from Bergin College, all of their trainers are Bergin graduates. 

 

Their Mission: 

Paws for Purple Hearts improves the lives of America's Warriors facing mobility challenges and 

trauma-related conditions such as PTSD and TBE by providing the highest quality assistance 

dogs and canine-assisted therapeutic programs; and by building public awareness about the 

important role dogs play in helping Warriors along the road to recovery. 

 

J.C. Lee Cancer Foundation 

Our inside project will be the J.C. Lee Cancer Fund which helps members in need with their 

medical bills relating to their cancer treatment. This fund pays the deductibles and co-

payments for our members having cancer treatments. We all know someone who has been 

affected by cancer. Our very own Worthy Grand Patron Gary and his wife Judy are both 

cancer survivors. 

We will be selling silicone bracelets to support Cancer Awareness.  

 

 


